
The Hebrew Calendar &  
The Feasts of the LORD

Reconning of Day’s and Time of Day 
Modern Day Reconning 
 24 hour day, new day begins at midnight, sunrise and sunset happen at different “times” 
every day, times expressed as AM/PM or in 24 hour format. 

Hebrew Day Reconning 
Variable number of hours in a day, new day begins at sunset, sunrise and sunset are the anchoring 

features of each day, times expressed in number of hours since sunset/sunrise.

Hebrew Weeks 
Each week is patterned from the creation week in Genesis and include 6 days where working is 

permissible and the seventh day is to be a day of rest (sabbath). Because each new day begins at sunset, 
the weekly sabbath day begins in the evening after the 6th day, so work can be done up until sunset. The 
weekly sabbath was set aside as a day of rest and worship.

Special Sabbath Observances 
In addition to the regular weekly sabbath, there were other special sabbath days connected to the 

various feasts throughout the Hebrew calendar. For instance, the Passover feasts is considered a High Holy 
Sabbath regardless of what day of the week on which it falls. It is connected to the feast of Unleavened 
Bread which is a 7 day feast that starts on Passover and runs for 7 straight days, but only the first and last 
day of the feast are considered High Holy Sabbath days. One could work on the other days that did not fall 
on a regular weekly sabbath.

14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to 

separate the day from the night. And let them be for signs and for 

seasons, and for days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the 

expanse of the heavens to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 

16 And God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the 

day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17 And God 

set them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, 18 to 

rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the 

darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening 

and there was morning, the fourth day. (Genesis 1:14-19, ESV)



AVIV Aviv (Abib) means fresh or new heads of grain (barley) ETHANIM Ethanim means steady flowing. [Leap Years: 3rd, 6th, 8th, 11th, 14th. 17th, 19th]

BIBLICAL 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 (13)

RABBINIC NISAN* IYAR SIVAN TAMMUZ AV ELUL TISHRI* HESHWAN KISLEV TEVETH SHEVAT ADAR ADAR II

GREGORIAN
(Aprox)

March April May June July August September October November December January February (March) (April)

 New moon of the Aviv Barley - Biblical Rosh HaShana ▼    Preparation Days    ▼  ▼———Feast Of Unleavened Bread———▼ ● Lunar month=29.53 
days

1st 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

 Passover Lamb Selected ▲ Passover Lamb killed ▲   ▲Psvr ▲ Firstfruits: First day after weekly Sabbath▲ ●

2nd 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

 ▼———Feast Of Shavuot (Pentecost)———▼  ●

3rd 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

 ▲—First day after 7 Sabbaths from Firstfruits—▲  ●

4th 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

  ●

5th 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

 Elul 1 begins 40 days of repentance to the Day of Atonement  ●

6th 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

 Tishri 1 - Day Of Trumpets Yom Kippur - Day Of Atonement ▼———-Feast Of Sukkot (Tabernacles) -———— ▼The Last Great Day ●

7th 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

 ▲ — — — — — — 10 Days Of Awe  — — — — — — ▲  ●

8th 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

  Feast Of Hanukkah / Dedication…

9th 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

 …(After Greek Occupation)  ●

10th 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

  ●

11th 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

 ▼ Purim (After Babylonian Captivity) ●

12th 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30


