In this sermon, the Pastor Jon introduces the Book of Romans by anchoring
everything in the thesis verse, Romans 1:16, which declares that the Gospel is
the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes. He explains that
Paul's letter spends its first eleven chapters making the same core argument
from different angles: that all humanity, both Jew and Gentile, stands under
the wrath of God because of ungodliness and unrighteousness, and that the
only rescue from that judgment is faith in Jesus Christ alone. The pastor
emphasizes that suppressing truth is at the root of humanity's problem, and
calls believers to 'live not by lies' in a culture that increasingly rejects God's
revealed truth.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, we come before You today grateful for the truth of Your
Word. As we open our hearts and minds to discuss what we have heard, we
ask that You would soften any hardened places within us and open our eyes
to what You specifically want each of us to receive today. May our
conversation be guided by Your Spirit, grounded in love, and anchored in
truth. Help us not just to hear Your Word, but to be changed by it. In Jesus'
name, Amen.

Ice Breaker

What is one thing you were absolutely convinced was true as a child that you
later found out was completely wrong?

Key Verses
e Romans 1:16

Romans 1:17

Romans 1:18
Romans 1:21-22
Romans 2:28-29

Questions

e Pastor Jon described the thesis of Romans as 'the Gospel is the power of
God for salvation to everyone who believes. What does it mean to you
personally that this salvation is available to everyone, regardless of
background?



Paul says that people 'suppress the truth in unrighteousness. Where do
you see truth being suppressed in our culture today, and how does that
affect you personally?

Pastor Jon referenced Alexander Solzhenitsyn's phrase 'live not by lies.
What is one area of your own life where you feel pressure to go along with
something that is not true? How can your group support you in standing
firm?

The sermon described five desecrations that occur when God is removed
from a culture: worship, idolatry, marriage, the image of man, and society
itself. Which of these do you find most alarming in today's world, and
why?

Pastor Jon used the stories of Noah and Lot to show that even a small
number of righteous people can represent hope in a dark place. How does
that challenge or encourage you in your own community or workplace?

Paul argues in Romans 2 that no one has an excuse before God because
He has revealed Himself through creation and through our own
conscience. How does this change the way you think about sharing your
faith with people who have never heard the Gospel?

Pastor Jon warned against being a Christian only on the outside,
comparing it to baptism or circumcision that is merely outward and
physical. How do you personally examine whether your faith is genuinely
a matter of the heart?

The sermon ended with a strong call to trust in Jesus alone for salvation,
not in religious practices or personal effort. Is there anything you have
been relying on alongside Jesus for your standing before God? What
would it look like to release that?

Life Application

This week, identify one specific area where you have been tempted to go
along with something you know is not true, whether in your relationships,
your workplace, or your cultural surroundings. Make a deliberate choice to
stand for truth in that area, even if it costs you something. Write down what
you did and bring it back to share with your group next time you meet.

Key Takeaways

e The Gospel is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes,
both Jew and Gentile, and this is the central thesis of the entire Book of
Romans.



e The wrath of God is a present and coming reality for all humanity because
of ungodliness and unrighteousness, which at their core involve
suppressing the truth about God.

e When a culture rejects God and suppresses truth, it experiences a
progressive collapse through the desecration of worship, idolatry,
marriage, human dignity, and society itself.

e No one has an excuse before God because He has revealed Himself
through creation, through conscience, and through His Word, making all
people accountable.

e Salvation is found in Jesus Christ alone, not in outward religious practices
or personal effort, and every person can have full assurance of that
salvation through genuine, heart-level faith in Him.

Ending Prayer

Lord, thank You for the truth of Your Word and for the hope of the Gospel.
We confess that we live in a world that is desperate for rescue, and we
acknowledge that we ourselves are in constant need of Your grace. As we
leave this time together, give us the courage to live not by lies but by the
truth You have revealed. Strengthen our faith so that it is not merely
outward but rooted deep in our hearts. Remind us daily that our only hope
is Jesus, and may that hope overflow into the lives of everyone around us.
We trust You with our lives, our families, and our culture. In the name of
Jesus, who is the way, the truth, and the life, Amen.



