Romans 3 Group Discussion Guide

In this sermon from Romans chapter 3, Pastor Jon builds on the previous
week's foundation that the world is broken and in need of salvation. He
explains that while the Jewish people had the advantage of possessing God's
Word, simply knowing the truth is not the same as living it. No one, whether
Jew or Gentile, can be justified through works of the law. The law was given
to help us understand righteousness and recognize sin, but it was never
designed to save us. Salvation has always been by faith, from the very
beginning of Scripture.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, we come before You today grateful for the gift of Your
Word and the truth it contains. As we gather together, we ask that You open
our hearts and minds to what You want to speak to each of us personally.
Remove any distractions, any pride, or any self-reliance that might keep us
from hearing Your voice clearly. Holy Spirit, guide our conversation and
draw us closer to the truth of the Gospel. May this time together be less
about what we think and more about what You want us to receive. In Jesus'
name, Amen.

Ice Breaker

What is one habit or routine in your life that you are genuinely proud of,
and how did you develop it?

Key Verses
¢ Romans 1:16

Romans 1:17
Romans 3:20
Romans 3:21-26
Romans 3:23

Questions

e Pastor Jon said that knowing the truth is not the same as living the truth.
Can you think of an area in your own life where you know what is right
but struggle to actually live it out?



Paul points out that the Jewish people had the advantage of God's Word,
yet that advantage did not make them better off spiritually. In what ways
do you think Christians today can fall into the same trap of relying on
spiritual knowledge rather than genuine faith?

The sermon described justification as a judge declaring someone not
guilty. How does understanding justification as a legal declaration rather
than a personal achievement change the way you think about your
standing before God?

Pastor Jon explained that the law was given to help us understand
righteousness and recognize sin, but not to save us. How does this
understanding of the law's purpose change the way you read the Old
Testament?

Redemption was described as being purchased out of slavery. In what
ways do you personally relate to the idea of being enslaved before coming
to faith in Christ, and what does it mean to you that Jesus paid the price to
set you free?

The sermon made the point that God does not have grandchildren, only
children, meaning salvation is personal and not inherited through family
or culture. How does this challenge any assumptions you may have had
about your own spiritual standing?

Pastor Jon described three stages of salvation: justification (God saved me),
sanctification (God is saving me), and glorification (God will save me).
Which of these three stages do you find most encouraging right now, and
why?

The sermon closed with a challenge to stop trusting in self-righteousness,
good habits, or family heritage and to place full trust in Jesus alone. What
is one thing you might be tempted to add to Jesus as a source of
confidence before God, and how can the group help you surrender that?

Life Application

This week, take time to honestly examine where you are placing your trust
for your standing before God. Write down any habits, achievements,
relationships, or religious activities that you might be subtly relying on
alongside your faith in Jesus. Then bring those things to God in prayer,
confessing any self-reliance and choosing to rest fully in the finished work
of Christ. If you have never personally placed your faith in Jesus, consider
taking that step this week by talking to a pastor or a trusted believer in your

group.



Key Takeaways

e Knowing the truth is not the same as living the truth. Having spiritual
information, whether the Old Testament law or the New Testament
Gospel, does not automatically produce righteousness or secure salvation.

e No one can be justified through works of the law. The law was designed to
reveal sin and demonstrate what righteousness looks like, but it was never
capable of saving anyone.

e Salvation is by faith alone in Jesus Christ. God's righteousness is a gift that
is received through faith, not earned through good behavior, religious
heritage, or personal effort.

e Justification, redemption, and propitiation are the legal and relational
realities that describe what Jesus accomplished on the cross. He declared
us not guilty, purchased us out of slavery to sin, and satisfied God's
righteous wrath on our behalf.

e Salvation is a process that includes justification (a completed declaration),
sanctification (an ongoing transformation by the Holy Spirit), and
glorification (a future promise of becoming fully like Christ).

Ending Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank You for the truth we have explored together today. Thank
You that You did not leave us to figure out salvation on our own or to earn
something we could never achieve. Thank You for the cross, for the blood
that was shed, and for the gift of righteousness that You freely offer to all
who believe. As we leave this time together, help each of us to hold tightly to
You and to You alone as our source of confidence before God. Where we
have been trusting in ourselves, forgive us and redirect our hearts. Where
we are growing in faith, encourage us and keep us pressing forward. May the
Holy Spirit continue His work in each of our lives, shaping us more and
more into the image of Christ. We trust You with our past, our present, and
our future. In Your name we pray, Amen.



