Romans 4 Group Discussion Guide

In this sermon from Romans chapter 4, Pastor Jon explores what it means to
be justified by faith, using Abraham as the central illustration. Paul's
argument is that righteousness has never been earned through works or
religious rituals. It has always been received through faith, just as Abraham
believed God and it was counted to Him as righteousness. Pastor Jon
emphasizes that personal pride is the greatest obstacle to receiving
salvation, and that true repentance involves surrendering the desire to earn
or contribute to one's own salvation.

The sermon also highlights that salvation is available to all who believe, both
Jew and Gentile, because Abraham was counted righteous before he was
ever circumcised. This means all believers, regardless of background, are
spiritual children of Abraham through faith. Pastor Jon concludes by
pointing to the story of Abraham, Isaac, and the unnamed servant Eleazar as
a beautiful picture of the Trinity and the entire plan of salvation hidden
within the Old Testament, reminding listeners that God has always been
working a unified story of redemption through faith in Jesus Christ alone.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, we come before You today with open hearts and humble
spirits. We ask that You would quiet the noise in our minds and the pride in
our hearts so that we can truly hear what You want to speak to us today. As
we discuss Your Word together, remind us that it is not our effort or wisdom
that brings understanding, but Your Holy Spirit working in us. Guide our
conversation, draw us closer to You and to one another, and let everything
we share today point us back to the grace and salvation found in Jesus alone.
In His name we pray, amen.

Ice Breaker

What is the best gift you have ever received, and what made it so
meaningful to you?

Key Verses
¢ Romans 1:16-17
e Romans 4
e Genesis 15



Psalm 32:1-2

Questions

Pastor Jon said that personal pride is the greatest obstacle to receiving
salvation. In what ways have you seen pride show up in your own spiritual
life, either in trying to earn God's favor or in comparing yourself to
others?

Abraham was described as a normal, struggling person who was still
learning to trust God when He was counted righteous. How does that
change the way you think about your own faith journey and where you are
right now?

The sermon made the point that true repentance is not just turning from
individual sins but turning from the belief that we can earn or contribute
to our own salvation. How does that definition of repentance challenge or
expand your understanding?

Paul uses the example of Abraham being counted righteous before he was
circumcised to show that salvation is for all who believe, not just those
who follow certain religious practices. Are there any modern equivalents
to circumcision, things people treat as requirements for belonging to God,
that we should be aware of?

Pastor Jon described a pattern where people become exhausted from
trying so hard in their spiritual life and never feeling like they are getting
anywhere. Have you ever experienced that kind of spiritual frustration?
What did you learn from it?

The sermon taught that all believers are spiritual children of Abraham
through faith, not through genetics or religious heritage. How does that
truth shape the way you think about unity within the church and across
different backgrounds?

Pastor Jon pointed out that the story of Abraham, Isaac, and the servant
Eleazar contains a picture of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. How
does seeing the New Testament hidden within the Old Testament
strengthen your confidence in the reliability and unity of Scripture?

The sermon closed with an invitation to surrender self-righteousness and
receive Jesus as Savior completely, without trying to help Him. Is there
any area of your life where you are still trying to help Jesus save you or
make yourself more acceptable to God? What would full surrender look
like in that area?

Life Application



This week, take a few minutes each day to reflect on one area of your life
where you have been striving in your own strength, whether in your
relationship with God, your spiritual growth, or your sense of worth before
Him. Write it down and then spend time in prayer specifically surrendering
that area to Jesus. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you receive His work rather
than add to it. At the end of the week, share with a trusted friend or your
small group what you discovered and what it felt like to let go.

Key Takeaways

There is no room for personal pride at the cross. Salvation is entirely the
work of Jesus, and any attempt to earn or contribute to it is an act of self-
righteousness that must be repented of.

Righteousness has always been by faith from the very beginning.
Abraham was counted righteous simply because he believed God, long
before the law, circumcision, or any religious system existed.

Salvation is for all who believe, both Jew and Gentile, because Abraham
was justified before he was circumcised, making him the spiritual Father
of all who trust in God by faith.

All believers are children of Abraham through faith, not through genetics
or religious heritage, which means the family of God is far wider and
more inclusive than any ethnic or cultural boundary.

The Old Testament and New Testament are inseparable. The story of
salvation is woven throughout both, and neglecting either one leaves
believers with an incomplete and easily confused understanding of the
gospel.

Ending Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank You for the gift of Your Word and for the time we have
shared together today. Thank You that salvation is not something we have to
earn or achieve, but something You have already accomplished for us
through Your death and resurrection. We confess that we are often tempted
to add to what You have done, to trust in our own effort rather than resting

in Your grace. Forgive us for that pride, and help us to walk in the freedom
that comes from knowing we are fully justified by faith in You alone. As we
leave this place, may we carry with us the truth that we are children of
Abraham, heirs of the promise, and loved completely by a God who gave
everything to save us. Send Your Holy Spirit to continue the work You have
begun in each of us, and may our lives reflect the righteousness that You
have freely given. In Your name we pray, amen.



